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THE OFFICER'S WILL

Another case of some interest was reported by
the same young helper a few days later. A dead
officer was found to be much troubled about the dis-
posal of his property. The story which he told was
this. He had an estate, which was entailed, and
also a certain amount of money of which he could
dispose by will. His mother had for some time
been pressing him to marry a young lady of means
for whom he felt no special affection, and he bad-
welcomed the necessity of enlistment as an excuse
for postponing a decision which he was loath to
make.

He had been severely wounded, and during a long
convalescence had fallen in love with a French lady
who has acting as nurse. He married her according
to French law, but did not inform his mother in
England of what he had done, fearing her anger at
the frustration of her plans, and knowing also that
she had a pronounced dislike for foreigners. He
thought that he could explain matters better when
he was able to take his wife home after the war;

and he was not without hope that in the meantime
a son might be born to him, and that such an event
would soften his mother's ire.

Now all his plans had been upset by his death.
It seems that he was endeavouring to save the life